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Abstract 

 Improvement of attitude in mathematics is one of the critical pathways to promote scientific and technological 

advancement in Nigeria. This research work examined the prospects and the inhibiting factors to mathematical 

education in some selected schools in Lafia North Development Area. The major instruments employed for 

data collection were questionnaires and oral interview. 160 SSI students participated in this study. Cultural 

beliefs and expectations, classroom physical environment, curriculum materials, teaching strategies and 

teacher-students interactions are the main areas that have been examined and studies in order to improve the 

attitude of students toward learning of mathematics. The finding of the research shows that students do not 

have interest in mathematics as they do not pay longer attention to the subject with the study habits remaining 

poor among other variables. Hence it is suggested that teachers should create a more conducive learning 

environment in schools to facilitate good academic performance. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 Learning mathematics does not only involve thinking and reasoning, it is dependent on the attitudes 

of the learners towards learning of mathematics (Sharma, 2014). Also attitudes consist of cognitive, affective 

and behavioural reactions that individuals display towards an object or the surrounding based on their feelings 

or interest. The word attitude refers to one’s feelings, thoughts and predisposition to believe in some particular 

manner towards some aspects of one’s environment. It is the internal state that moderates the choice of 

personal action made by the individual. This means that attitudes are regulations of all behaviors. As submitted 

by Etim (2017), every generation adapt his attitude to the demand of his society, and to the knowledge, which 

is, accepts as true. Throughout the centuries the attitudes of parents to children are reflected in the literature 

designed for child guidance. The cognitive component of attitude is what the individual thinks or believes 

about mathematics. The affective component is the source of driving the engagement of students towards 

mathematics. While the behavioural aspect of attitude is the tendency to respond in a certain way towards 

learning mathematics (Akinsola, 2015) 

 According to Johnson (2016), there are three prevailing concepts of child nature. Calvinist doctrine, 

which was basic to the protestant sects, perpetuated the idea of infant depravity, that children were born to sin 

and doomed to perdition unless given strict training and saved by early conversion, The father’s book of 1884 

declares that no child was ever known, since the earliest period of the world, to be without an evil deposition, 

however sweet he appeared. It was necessary to “break the child’s will”. By the will was implied by defiance 

of the parent’s wishes, (Keeves, 2012). 

 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Some students have the notion that mathematics is meant for extra ordinary brilliant students, while 

some are still swimming in the ocean of believe that mathematics is always hard regardless of one’s effort. 

However the attitude of students towards mathematics may result from the teacher’s angle as well as 

availability of instructional materials to concretize some abstract concepts. 
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RESEARCH QUESTION 

1. Is there any correlation between student’s attitude and performance in mathematics? 

2. Does teacher method affect students’ attitude in the learning of mathematics? 

3. Is there any gender difference in students’ attitude toward learning mathematics?  

RESEARCH DESIGN 

This study adopted descriptive method. The major instruments employed for data collection were 

questionnaires and oral interview. The questionnaire was divided into two sections. Section A dealt with the 

general information of the respondents while section B contains structural questions on the subject matter of 

the research work. Section A contains five questions while section B contains ten questions. 

 There are two type of questionnaire constructed 

 Type I is for the subject teachers 

 Type II is for the students 

Both questionnaires were administrated simultaneously. The SS1 class consisting of 160 students participated 

in this study. 

 

Question1: Is there any correlation between students’ attitude and performance in mathematics? 

 

TABLE 1: STUDENTS’ATTITUDE TOWARDS MATHEMATICS LEARNING 

S/N ITEM NO SA A U D S.D 

1 I like mathematics more than any other subject  

155 

% 

46 

% 

20 

% 

10 

% 

21 

% 

23 

2 Whosoever studies mathematics will find it very interesting  

160 

 

6 

 

9 

 

10 

 

31 

 

44 

3 I will like to major in mathematics after leaving secondary school  

151 

 

8 

 

13 

 

30 

 

34 

 

15 

4 Mathematics is a very useful subject 155 45 30 12 8 5 

5 Mathematical knowledge is very important for accelerated 

information technology 

 

159 

 

56 

 

30 

 

5 

 

6 

 

3 

6 Attending mathematics class is a good way of spending my time in 

the school 

 

150 

 

20 

 

20 

 

13 

 

28 

 

13 

7 Mathematics class is only necessary for science students  

160 

 

30 

 

22 

 

18 

 

21 

 

9 

8 Mathematics lesson is only good for brilliant students  

158 

 

48 

 

33 

 

5 

 

8 

 

6 

9 Mathematics lesson require more than necessary time from students.   

158 

 

58 

 

29 

 

6 

 

5 

 

3 

10 Mathematics is very difficult to learn for girls than for boys  

159 

 

10 

 

13 

 

8 

 

33 

 

36 

 

From table1 we observed that many students have negative attitude toward leaning of mathematics. While up 

to 75% of the students believe in the usefulness of the course, about 87% agreed that it is time consuming 

subject. Also about 69% believe that mathematics is a difficult subject in higher institution. 
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Question 2 : Does teacher’s method of teaching affect students attitude and interest in the learning of 

mathematics?  

 

Table 2: TEACHERS’ TEACHING METHOD AND STUDENTS’ ATTITUDE AND INTERENT IN 

 LEARNING MATHEMATICS 

RESPONSES NO OF RESPONDENTS PERCENT AGES % 

Strongly agree 55 34.38 

Agree 42 26.25 

Undecided 10 06.25 

Disagree 33 20.62 

Strongly Disagree 20 12.50 

Total 160 100.00 

 

From table2, it could be seen that 97 out of the total respondents, constituting 60.63% of the total agreed that 

the teaching methodology is very vital in developing the students interest in the subject, while 53 respondents 

representing 33.13% disagreed. 

 

Question 3: Is there any gender difference in students’ attitude toward learning mathematics?  

 

Table 3: GENDER DIFFERENCE AND STUDENTS’ ATTITUDE TOWARD LEARNING 

 MATHEMATICS 

RESPONSES NO OF RESPONDENTS PERCENTAGES % 

Strongly agree 18 11.25 

 Agree 23 14.38 

Undecided 10 6.25 

 Disagree 59 36.88 

Strongly disagree 50 31.25 

Total 160 100.01 

From table3 the total of 109 respondents out of 160 representing 68.13% disagree with the notion that gender 

difference influence attitude towards learning of mathematics. Only 41 out the total respondents of 160, 

constituting about 25.63% agree that gender difference affect student's attitude toward mathematics. 

 

RESEARCH FINDINGS 

1. A student progress in mathematics is influenced by his attitude toward learning. 

2. Lack of teaching aid materials is one of the ban of students towards learning of mathematics. 

3. Male and female students do not differ significantly in their attitude toward mathematics. 
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CONCLUSION 

1. There is significant relationship between attitude to school, attitude to the teacher, achievement, 

perception of teacher’s behaviors and student attitude to mathematics in the secondary school 

2. Student in this development area have negative attitude toward mathematics 

3. There is no significant difference in male and female attitude toward learning of mathematics 

RECOMMENDATION AND SUGGESTIONS 

1. We need to sensitize parents, community leaders and religious leaders to assist in the campaign to 

encourage students to learn mathematics. 

2. To overcome the phobia crises, case study may be involved and early intervention whenever there is a 

trait of phobic tendencies in a child. It must involve removing the behaviors and examples that are not 

gender friendly. 

3. Mathematics teachers should always encourage students to participate actively in learning 

mathematics. The importance of education is to develop critical and inquiry thinking among our 

students, situations entirely dominated by teachers should change to one in which the students 

progressively participate in the learning process. This is to enable students learn mathematics with 

sustained interest. 
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